Government ‘designation’ could destroy our Green Belt  
On 15th June 2026 Hertsmere Borough Council was ‘designated’ under Section 62A of the Town and Country Act 1990 (as amended) (TCPA). This now allows applications for ‘major developments’ (10 or more homes) to be made directly to the Secretary of State via the Planning Inspectorate – therefore bypassing the local council. 
The Potters Bar Society thinks this designation is unfair because of the specific circumstances in Hertsmere and we would support the Council in opposing it. The land in Hertsmere is overwhelmingly Metropolitan Green Belt which encircles London to prevent it from sprawling out, bit by bit, over the whole of the south east.  It is not meant to be pretty, it often is, but the primary purpose is to prevent sprawl. Hertsmere’s Green Belt protects the rest of the country by helping to prevent the expansion of London. However, this limits the amount of land in Hertsmere available for development. Now this designation opens the way for the government to destroy the Green Belt concept. 
It remains in place until revoked which is when the Secretary of State considers there has been adequate improvement. Re-consideration takes place once a year. During the designation period the application fees from developers (which can be quite considerable) go to the Planning Inspectorate instead of the council - although Hertsmere will still be expected to process the applications, passing the information on to the Inspectorate for decision.
S62A says that the Secretary of State can designate where they consider there are respects in which the council is not adequately performing its function of determining applications. The Guidance notes define what the criteria are, setting out thresholds for speed and quality of determining applications over a certain time period (Table 1, para15) 
The designation for Hertsmere is for the ‘quality’ of decision making – measured, says the Guidance, by the proportion of decisions on applications which are subsequently overturned at appeal in a particular time period. The threshold is currently 10 percent ie no more than 10 per cent of decisions on major developments in Hertsmere should be successfully appealed against.  The time period was April 2023 – March 2025 with a lag to December 2025 to mop up outstanding cases. In this period Hertsmere Council had 15 per cent of decisions overturned at appeal – most on Green Belt and with much local opposition.  
There is no provision for appeal against the designation notice or its provisions although it can be challenged in the High Court, which needs to be done within six weeks of the decision (19th July).
Green Belt is threatened by the pressures to build – pressures from builders who prefer to build on nice green fields as it so much easier and more profitable, pressures from government because building provides so called ‘growth’ and housing numbers. It is true the UK needs more homes because the population is growing and changing in structure. The Potters Bar Society agrees – but we also say that the Green Belt has to be protected for the sake of future generations. Otherwise, London will become bigger and bigger and we will lose precious farmland and countryside. Food security, nature and green space.
New homes have to be of the right sort and in the right places so that the least harm possible is done to the Green Belt. Build more intensely and imaginatively within town boundaries, instruct builders on the types of homes needed but look at the country as a whole instead of imposing housing targets regardless of circumstances.   
The Potters Bar Society has criticised Hertsmere Council for not being robust in standing up against developers putting in speculative bids to build on our Green Belt. The council has been too slow in producing a Local Plan to prevent such bids. It has also been too hesitant in joining with other councils in resisting the unrealistic housing targets imposed by governments. We would urge Hertsmere to oppose this designation and the housing targets.  The local support would be there. 







